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To wonder... to achieve... to make a difference... together!

Principal’s Perspective
Dear Holy Name of Jesus School Community,

We made history together last Friday in so many ways!

First, our Kindergarten and 1st-grade students joined the larger school community at Mass for the very first time. In
response to new PK regulations in Bill 409, Kindergarten and 1st grade will now be part of our School Masses moving
forward. (Beginning in October, our Pelicans, PK3, and PK4 students will participate in Liturgy of the Word). Our
teachers prepared our youngest students beautifully, and they rose to the occasion with reverence and joy. The wonder
in their eyes confirmed what we know to be true: they belong in full communion with the “big kids” as one united body
of faith.

Secondly, we launched our very first House Meeting, a historic step for Holy Name of Jesus. As members of the
Ignatian Network of Elementary Schools, we are connected to a tradition that emphasizes faith, justice, and service.
Inspired by our Jesuit identity and enriched by our Sisters of Mercy heritage, we have created a House system uniquely
designed for HNJ.

Last Friday, students collaborated to create a motto, chant, prayer, hand sign, and logo for each House. Their creativity,
teamwork, and joy were a testament to the Spirit alive in our community. These foundational moments will echo for
years to come. Future generations of HNJ students will carry forward these very chants and prayers as they live out the
virtues of their House.

Finally, we extend deep gratitude to our Men’s Club and all who came out on Saturday to help beautify our campus. Your
commitment and generosity strengthen the bonds of community that make Holy Name of Jesus a school unlike any
other.

As we enter our first full week of school, let us carry forward this spirit of unity, faith, and excitement. Together, we are
building a school year filled with purpose, joy, and God’s grace.

God Bless,
Kirsch J. Williams

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Tuesday, August 19
Athletics and Choir Interest Meeting, 6:00 PM
(Choir: 5  -  7  Grade, Athletics: 3  - 7  Grade)th th rd th

Wednesday, August 20
PK3-3  Grade Individual School Pictures (see flyers below)rd

Thursday, August 21
Little Gators, 4th-7  Grade Individual School Pictures (see flyers below)th

Friday, August 22
School Mass, 8:30AM at HNJ Church (Kindergarten - 7  Grade, Parents Welcome)th

Monday, August 25 - Wednesday, August 27
NWEA Testing (PK4-7  Grade)th

New Orleans Speech and Hearing Screenings (see flyers below)

Tuesday, August 26
Grand Gators Meeting, 10:00 AM in Parish Center

Thursday, August 28
Kim4Kidz Occupational Therapy Screening (see flyers below)

Friday, August 29
School Mass, 8:30AM at HNJ Church (Kindergarten - 7  Grade, Parents Welcome)th

House Meetings (2  - 7  Grade)nd th

Early Dismissal, No Later Gators (PK3-7  Grade)th

Regular Dismissal for Little Gators
Faculty Professional Development (PK3-7  Grade teachers)th

Monday, September 1
Labor Day - No School (Little Gators - 7  Grade)th

2025-2026
School Calendar

Click Here
to see the

August
Lunch
Menu!

Important Dates

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=c_c69ea18de272fb165c429e32a14c46a182506157086f104b53494995c89926fe%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FChicago
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000
https://files.ecatholic.com/21201/documents/2025/7/August%202025%20HNJ%20Menu%20Updated%20Messinas%202.jpeg?t=1753730155000


Donations can be brought
to the HNJ Lobby or

dropped off during morning
carpool
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The items on this page are required to be completed
for each student BEFORE the first day of school

CLICK HERE TO READ
THE FAMILY HANDBOOK

SIGN THE AGREEMENT
LINKED ON PAGE 1

CLICK HERE TO
COMPLETE 

SCHOOL FORMS

CLICK HERE TO
COMPLETE 

MEDICAL FORMS

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13TdSEf9iveeayA5LOjjhWPyWDsl6zu9I/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeUFleMnt5LC9CMiHIMX7S8fTfnuTbxToMLYjpm1HS-BPxfOw/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsqTWz5bh-Lq9V2fVa6tZ57XbE2y_DNPq3pUAv0gY3l37OZg/viewform?usp=dialog
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HOUSE SYSTEM: MONTHLY CHALLENGES

Click the Poster for each house to find instructions for the house
challenge of the month. We look forward to building community with

the house system this year!

HOUSE OF REVERENCE

HOUSE OF EXCELLENCE

HOUSE OF SERVICE

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGvhC42uD4/U2C1Baa8y0t2bDTSBA_r2A/view?utm_content=DAGvhC42uD4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he9b73139d0#1
https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsrYV8e7c/zoA_sVyAI_HCx4PuCROxZA/view?utm_content=DAGsrYV8e7c&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h30bd100c03#1
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGsldHz8r0/b-qRadLjx_u-8W7ts00T0g/view?utm_content=DAGsldHz8r0&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=he2f2c9dc7f#4
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGs3gsUefs/UW5lpyUSyUCgueItDyyCzw/view?utm_content=DAGs3gsUefs&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=habedb4c15a#1
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Click Here to Order

Dear HNJ Families, 

We are excited to announce that the Holy Name of Jesus Spirit Shirts for the 2025-2026 school
year are now available for purchase! Starting Monday, September 8, students will be allowed to
wear the spirit shirts every Monday, in accordance with the spirit shirt guidelines outlined in the
student handbook. Toddler sizes will be made of lambskin, while youth and adult sizes will be
crafted from dri-fit fabric. Please use the following link to place your order: 25-26 HNJ Spirit shirt.

We are also pleased to offer the new “Proud HNJ Grandparent” car magnet and the new HNJ
logo garden flag for purchase. Please note that the deadline for all orders is Monday, August 25,
at 8 AM. If you have any questions please contact Coach T at lterrel@hnjschool.org. 

We also have brand new door hangers coming soon! Stay tuned for more information!

Thank you for your continued support of our school community. 

Go Gators!

What’s happpening this week in

hNj AthlEtics?

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZLzKHI8fuVV2YyUVokjloLbpLHRLf82C0-iTG4fhf8uMObg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZLzKHI8fuVV2YyUVokjloLbpLHRLf82C0-iTG4fhf8uMObg/viewform
https://forms.gle/W8Dkr8amQbSLfUBZ9
mailto:lterrel@hnjschool.org
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Music Notes
3rd Grade Music Class

If your child is in 3rd grade, he/she will learn how to play
the recorder this year using our playful and instructional
Recorder Karate curriculum. Please fill out this
RECORDER FORM by Thursday,  August 14 so we can
purchase your child’s instruments as soon as possible. 

Middle School Choir

If your child is in 5th, 6th, or 7th grade and loves to sing, we would love to have him/her join our HNJ
Choir! The Choir Registration 25-26 form is linked here and has information that will likely answer
many of your questions.

We accept all HNJ 5th, 6th, and 7th grade children regardless of experience, skill level, or voice type.
Usually a large percentage of middle school students join, so please don’t miss this opportunity. 

Choir rehearsals are once per week from 3-4:30pm. Our first rehearsal is Thursday,  August 14.

If your child is interested in joining our first two rehearsals but not yet sure if he/she wants to
commit, we would love for your child to come join us on both Thursday,  August 14 and Thursday,
August 21 in the music room to come see what choir is all about.

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://forms.gle/uaDtPdLYfPRk5VF69
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdEjzIF6PPrj4dpMVmbA7hwLfEx-vEiChzkJLa23fYSeYR9rg/viewform?usp=header
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New Year Nerves

Is your student nervous for the first lady of school? Check out these books on starting a new
school year!

Butterflies on the First Day of School by Annie Silvestro
Clothesline Clues to the First Day of School by Kathryn Heling & Deborah Hembrook
David Goes to School by David Shannon
Franklin Goes to School Paulette Bourgeois
I Don't Want to Go to School: Helping Children Cope with Separation Anxiety by Nancy Pando
The New Bear at School Carrie Weston
Peanut Butter's First Day of School by Terry Border

https://youtu.be/eWXOurnVTYg

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
https://youtu.be/eWXOurnVTYg
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Welcome to the 2025-26 school year! Holy Name of Jesus is offering Speech, Vision, and Hearing
screenings as well as Occupational Therapy screenings the week of August 25.

New Orleans Speech and Hearing will provide screenings for speech, language processing, hearing,
and vision for students from PK through 2nd grade. Additionally, vision and hearing screenings
will be available for students in Little Gators and 3rd-7th grade.

Please note that students in grades PK3 and Kindergarten, along with all new students (PK4+), are
required to be screened unless they are currently receiving services or have had a speech/hearing
evaluation within the last year.

Occupational therapy screenings will be conducted by Kim4Kids for PK3-7th grade students.
Please note that students in PK4 and all new students (PK3+) are also required to be screened
unless they are currently receiving services or have had an occupational evaluation within the last
year.

Hard copies of appropriate permission forms are going home in your child’s schoolbag and can be
found linked below. If you have any questions regarding the screening process, please reach out to
Ms. Bri (bbegault@hnjschool.org).

PK-3, Kindergarten,
New Students

Speech and Hearing
Screening

REQUIRED

PK3 - 7  Gradeth

Kim4Kids
OT Screening

PK-4, 1 , 2  Gradest nd

Speech, Language &
Processing, Vision, and

Hearing Screening

Little Gators &
3  - 7  Graderd th

Hearing and Vision
Screening

Speech and OT Screenings

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
mailto:bbegault@hnjschool.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnRDfNX9JhHIBjmtMSPvs0QqieQjN-X7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Z0A7HwyAWL-kAQ65sXtIsS_vTjeURts/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PET1cqKVlNSD7jpR7Q4siV0Ixm6kfi00/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WYpPL_86yp34_ylwBxh2rHodqzn8zGE9/view?usp=sharing
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Gator Spotlight

Want to shout out some Gators in next week’s Gazette?
Email text and photos to Kaitlin Southwick at ksouthwick@hnjschool.org

Congratulations to Peyton Johnson, Grade 5 for becoming a 3-time Junior Olympic All-
American Champion! Peyton’s impressive performances at the Junior Olympics include:

 8th Place – Pentathlon
 5th Place – 80m Hurdles

 8th Place – Long Jump

Way to go, Peyton! Your hard work, dedication, and athleticism are truly inspiring! 

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
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Room Parent Meeting:
8/25 @ 8:15 AM
HNJ Basement

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://docs.google.com/forms/d/13_e6XmSsvAoxP2ziGDYROAbr7EJkx6gJSeLwrv4YjoU/viewform?edit_requested=true
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BBQ
FRIDAY,

SEPTEMBER 26
6:00 - 9:00

VOLUNTEER SIGN UP

BACK TO SCHOOLHoly Name of Jesus PTC

Bring your blanket or chairs and
enjoy a back to school BBQ
dinner with HNJ families!

DINNER ORDER

PLEASE PRE-ORDER MEALS. A LIMITED NUMBER OF
MEAL TICKETS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE EVENT.

DRINKS AND DESSERTS MAY BE PURCHASED AT THE
EVENT. BEER AND WINE AVAILABLE WITH DONATION.

https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/70A0E4EA5AA2CA1FB6-57758771-hnjback
https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/showSignUp/70A0E4EA5AA2CA1FB6-57758771-hnjback
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc4fdnhLItGpgJj1CQ8lrflzwKZYMAnfu0UnJ_iGoTudVVArg/viewform?usp=header
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H N J  G R A N D P A R E N T S  A N D  
G R A N D - F R I E N D S  W E E K  2 0 2 5

Save the Date

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
Family Mass, 10:30 am at HNJ Church

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
PK3 and 3  Grade Lunch with Grandparentsr d

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
PK4 and 4  Grade Lunch with Grandparentst h

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
K and 5  Grade Lunch with Grandparentst h

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
1  and 6  Grade Lunch with Grandparentss t t h

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12
2  and 7  Grade Lunch with Grandparentsn d t h

Grandparents Movie Night, 6:00 PM

M O R E  D E T A I L S  T O  F O L L O W

https://www.facebook.com/hnjschool
https://www.instagram.com/hnjschool/
http://hnjschool.org/
http://hnjchurch.org/parish-bulletin
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